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SUBSTANCE or a SERMON, 


PREACHED AT BALTIMORE. 


REVELATIONS itt. 7—11. 


To the Angel of the Church in Philadelphia, write, 
Theſe things /aith he that is holy, he that is true, 
he that hath the Key of David, he that openeth. 
and no man ſhutteth, and ſhutteth, and no man 
28 I know thy works : behold, I have ſet 
before thee an open door, and no man can ſhut it: 

or thou 770 a little ſtrength, and haſt kept my 
word, and haſt not demed my Name. Behold, 1 
will make them of the Synagogue of Satan, who 
ſay they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, 
IJ will make them to come and worſhup before thy 
feet, and to know that I have loved thee. Becauſe 
thou haſt kept the word of my Patience, I alſo will 
keep thee from the Hour of Temptation, which 

\ ſhall come upon all the World, to try them that 

duell we e Earth. Behold, I come quickly, 

a 


hold faſt that which thou haſt, that no Man 
take thy Crown, | 


"= moſt important part of a Miniſter's duty, 
is to inſiſt on the great, fundamental Truths 
of Chriſtianity. But he is called occaſionally 
to conſider ſubjefis of a more confined and pe- 
culiar nature; and the intention of the — 
meeting more eſpecially requires ſuch an attempt. 


A 3 I ſhall 


4. 

| I ſhall therefore, with the Aſſiſtance and Bleſſing 
| of GOD, | 
| 


In the firſt place, vindicate our conduct in the 
prefent inſtance. 


Secondly, Open the words of my Text: 


And thirdly, Delineate the character of a Chriſ- 
man Biſhop. 


{1 The Church of England, of which the Society 
ll of Methodiſts, in general, have till lately profeſſed 
[1 themſelves a part, did for many years groan in 

America under grievances of the heavieſt kind. 

Subjected to a Hierarchy, which weighs every 
4 thing in the ſcales of politics, its moſt important 
i intereſts were repeatedly ſacrificed to the ſuppoſed 
1 advantages of England. The Churches were, in 
i} . general, filled with the paraſites and bottle-com- 
panions of the rich and the great. The humble 
| and moſt importunate entreaties of the op- 
is preſſed flocks, yea, the repreſentations of a 
| General Aſſembly itſelf,“ were contemned and 
f deſpiſed; every thing ſacred muſt he down at the 
1 feet of a party, the holineſs and happineſs of 
if mankind be ſacrificed to their views; and the 
\ drunkard, the fornicator, -and the extortioner, 
| triumphed over bleeding Zion, becauſe they 
| were faithful abettors of the ruling powers. 
is But theſe intolerable fetters are now ſtruck 
off, and the antichriſtiaa union which 

before ſubſiſted between Church and State, 

is broken aſunder. One happy conſequence 

, of which has been the expullion of moſt of 


The Aſſembly of Virginia, 


thoſe 


— —— — — 
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thoſe hirelings, f who ate the fat and clothed them- 
felves with the wool but ſtrengthened not the di/- 
eaſed, neither healed that which was feck, neither 
bound up that whith was broken, netter brought 
again that' which was driven away, neither ſought 
that which was loſt} 


The Parochial Churches in general being 
hereby vacant, our People were deprived of the 
Sacraments through the greateſt part of thefe 
States, and continue fo ſtill, What method can 
we take at this critical juncture? GOD has given 
us fafficient reſources in ourſelves, and, after 
mature deliberation, we believe that we are called 
to draw them forth. 


- -< But what right have you to Ordain ?” The 
ſame right as moſt of the Reformed Churches in 
Chriftendom : Our Ordination, in its loweſt 
view, being equal to any of the Preſbyterian, as 
originating with three Preſbyters of the Church 
of England. e | * 


But what right have you to exerciſe the 
A Office?”* To me the moſt manifeſt and 
clear. GOD has been pleaſed by Mr. We/tey, to 
raiſe up in America and Europe a numerous So- 
ciety, well-known by the name of Aſethodiſts. The 
whole body have invariably eſteemed thrs Man as 
their chief Paſtor, under CHRIST. He has con- 
ſtantly appointed all their religious officers from 


| + T am deeply conſcious that the obſervation by no means 
reaches to the whole body of the Clergy of the Church of England, 
There are many of them, whoſe characters I greatly eſteeni, and 
at whoſe feet I hould think it an honour to lit, 


+ Exel. xxxiv. 3, 4» 
A 4 the 


To KAY 


he higheſt to the loweſt, by himſelf or his Dele- 
ate. -And we are fully perſuaded, there is no 
| hurch-Office which he judges 7 for the 
i welfare of the People entruſted to his charge, but, 

| as ef/enttal to his ftation, he has a power to ordain. 
After long deliberation, he ſaw it his duty to 
form his Society in America into an independent 
Church; but he loved the moſt excellent Liturgy 
of the Churck of England, he loved its rights and 
ceremonies, and therefore adopted them in moſt 
mitances for the preſent caſe. 


— — —— — — 


Beſides, in addition to this, we have every 
qualification for an Epiſcopal Church, which that 
of Alexandria (a Church of no ſmall note in the 

rimitive times) poſſeſſed for two hundred years. 
Our Biſhops, or 1 (as we rather eall 
them) having been elected or received by the ſuf- 
frages of the whole body of our Miniſters through 
the Continen', aſſembled in General Conſerence. 


* But don't you break the ſucceſſion?“ The 
uninterrupted ſucceſſion of Biſhops is a point that 
has been long given up by the ableſt Proteſtant 
Defenders of Epiſcopacy. Biſhop Hoadley himſelf, 
in his celebrated Controverſy with Dr. Ca/amy, 
allows it to be unneceſſary. His words are, To 
the thirteenth queſtion I anſwer, that I think not an 
uninterrupted line of ſucceſſion of regularly or- 
dained Biſhops neceſſary. He alſo grants the 
authenticity of the anecdote given us by St. Jerome, 
which informs us that the Church of Alexandria 
mentioned above, had no regular ſucceſſion from 


the time of St. Mark the Evangeliſt, the firſt Biſhop 
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of that Church, to the time of D:ony/eus, a ſpace of 
two hundred years: but the College of Pre/byters 
on the death of a Biſhop, elected another in his 
ſtead. We are alſo informed from the Epiſtle of 
St. Clement to the Corinthians, ) written ſoon after 
the death of St. Paul, —a writer whoſe works are 
next in ptecedence to the canon of Scripture, and 
probably written by immediate inſpiration that 
the Church of Corinth was then governed by a 
College of Preſbyters. And from the Epiſtle of St. 
Polycarp to the Church of Philippi, I written 
in the year of our Lord 116, we alſo find that the 
Chriſtian Phit: 3 were then governed only 
by a College of reſbyters. So that the Primitive 
hriſtians were ſo far from eſteeming the regular 
ucceſhon as eſſential to the conſtitution of a 
Chriſtian Church, that in ſome inſtances Ep:/co- 
pacy igſelf was wholly omitted. 


But of all the forms of Church-Government, 
we think a moderate Epiſcopacy the beſt. The 
executive power being lodged in the hands of one, 
or at leaſt a few, vigour and activity are given to 
the reſolves of the body, and thoſe two eſſential 
requiſites for any * undertaking are ſweetly 
united —calmneſs and wiſdom in deliberating; 
and in the executive department, expedition and 
force. 


But are you not /chi/matics by your ſepara- 
tion from the Church?“ A Chriſtian Church is a 
Body of Prof:ffors, who hold the Fundamentals of 
the Chriſtian Religion in Doctrine and Pradtice. 


& Clem, Ep. I. Sect. 43, 47, 54, 57+ p. 172, 174, 177, 178. 
1 Polycarp. ad Philip, Salutat. Sect. GT) 6, 11. P+ 1 86, 1 88. 189. 
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But we are not ignorant, we cannot be ignorant, 
that the chief part of the Clergy and Members of 
the Church of England (ſo called do either tacitly 
or explicitly deny the doctrine of Zu/trfication by 
Faith, the Knows e of Salvation by the Remiſſion 
of Sins, and the Witnef of the Spirit of GOD, — 
oints which we eſteem moſt fundamental, yea, 
8 neceſſary to conſtitute a Child of GOD. 
e are not, we cannot be ignorant, that they 
juſtify as innocent, many of the criminal pleaſures 
of the world. card- playing, dancing, theatrical 
amuſements, &c. pleaſures utterly inconſiſtent 
with union and communion with GOD. And, 
though we admire their Liturgy, and are deter- 
mined to retain it with a few alterations, —we 
cannot, we WILL NOT hold connex1on with them, 
till the Holy Spirit of GOD has made them ſee 
and feel the evil of the prattices, and the im- 
1 of the doctrines mentioned above. And 
or this /chi/m (if it muſt have the name) we are 
cheerfully ready to anſwer at the Bar of GOD. 


Why then did you not ſeparate before?” It 
has long been the deſire of the majority of the 
Preachers and People. But they ſubmitted to the 
ſuperior judgment of Mr. Weſley, who, till the 
Revolution, doubted the propriety of the ſtep. 


Fut did not your Preachers conſtantly exhort 
the People to attend the ſervice of the Church of 
England?” In the general they did, from a full 
perſuaſion, drawn from experience, that we had no 
other alternative to preſerve our Society, but an 
adherence to the Church of England, which was 
totally deſtitute of real diſcipline, or a formation 
of ourſelves inta an independent Church; and 

ſome 


1 | 
ſome of them, perhaps, did this with a degree of 
imprudence, which I cannot defend. | 


But I proceed to open my Text. 
[To the Angel of the Church in Philadelphia, 


write. | It is evident to every diſcerning reader, 
that the words Brſhop, Elder, Overſeer, &c. are 
ſynonymous terms throughout the writings of St. 
Paal. Nor do I recollect a ſingle inſtance in the 
New Teſtament, where any peculiar title is given 
to the ſuperior officers of the Church (ſuch as 
were Timothy and Titus) except in the Epiſtles of 
our LORD to the ſeven Churches of Aja, 
where they are diſtinguiſhed by the name of 
Angel—the prime Mefjengers of CHRIST to his 
Churches. St. on wrote the Revelation in the 
iſle of Patmos, near the cloſe of his life, when the 
Goſpel had gained conſiderable ground in the 
world, and many numerous ſocieties of Chriſtians 
had been formed. Among the principal of theſe 
were the ſeven Churches of Aa, which were 
evidently (what we now call) Ep:/copa/ Churches. 
For it will hardly admit of a. doubt, but theſe 


capital ſocieties had in each of them a College ok 


Preſbyters. And had theſe been all on an equa- 
lity, our LORD would never have directed theſe 
Epiſtles reſpectively to a ngle Angel. And all 
/ them being thus addreſfed, we have reaſonable 
ground to preſume that the Churches in general, 
even before the death of St. ohn, were of the 
Epx/copal order. And of how great importance 
muſt the office of theſe Angels have been, when 
the LORD addrefſed himſelf only to them, as if 
the welfare of their reſpective Churches entirely 


depended on them! 
a [The/e 


( 2 } 


 [ Theſe things, ſaith he that is holy, he that is 
true |——who is of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity with approbation, and delights in Sin- 
centy and Truth——the everlaſting Fountam of 
Truth and Holineſs, who therefore demands the 
deepeſt attention. | - 


He that hath the Key of David, he that openeth, 
and no man ſhuiteth, and ſhutteth, and no man 
openeth. | In alluſion to the governor of a city, 
who has the full command of the gates thereof; 
fo has the LORD JESUS, of whom Dauid was a 

, over the New Feru/alem, to open it to the 


Aalkhkul and ſhut it againſt all that defile. 


[ 1 know thy works. | I am acquainted with all thy 
2 tempers, thy fervent zeal, thine abundant 
abours, for the welfare of my Church and the 
Glory of my Name. 


[ Behold, I have ſet before thee an open door, and 
no man can ſhut 5 I have indulged thy fervent 
ſpirit, have enlarged thy circle of action, and will 

clothe thee with my ſtrength, that no power 
upon earth ſhall be able to reſtrain thee in thy 
glorious courſe. | 


For thou haſt a little ſtrength, and haſl kept 
wid and * ＋ — pe ä Thou * 
little meaſure of the Divine Power within thee, 
and haſt been a faithful ſteward of it. Thou haſt 
confeſſed my Name before this wicked generation, 
and borne a faithful Teſtimony to the word of my. 


Truth. r | 


Behold, 1 will make them of the Synagogue & 
Satan (who ſay they are Jews, and are not, * ö 
: ac 


( ug } 


lee) behold, I will make them to come and 7 
before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee. ] 
hoſe who deſpiſe thee, who pretend to be of the 
true e but are the greateſt enemies of 
the real Circumciſion of the 13 I will bring 
them to thy feet, and compel them to acknowle 


thatthouart 4 Beloved, and that I have honoured 


thee. How high was this excellent man in the 
eſteem of his LORD! And how ought the recol- 
tection of this, to kindle every ſpark of holy am- 
bition in the faithful Superintendents of his 
Church! | ; 


T Becauſe thou haſt kept the word of my Patience, 
I alſo will keefp thee from the Hour of Temptation 
whach ſhall come upon all the World, to try them 
that dwell upon the Earth. | Becauſe thou haſt been 
faithful, and haſt endured hardſhip, and followed 
me, I will hide thee under the covert of my wings 
from all the judgments and calamities which I will 
inflift on mankind, to try them, and ſift them, and 
ſeparate the faithful from the wicked. 


Behold, I come quickly, hold faſt that which 
ad haſt, that no «ef pkg I ſhall ſoon 
appear, to beſtow on thee thy glorious Reward— 
that peculiar Crown which I have reſerved for my 
beloved Servant, who, through my Grace, has 
been fo faithful a co-worker with me in my great 
plan of general happineſs. Therefore hold faſt 
thy Love, thy Zeal, thine important Activity, that 
no man ſtep into thy place, before the work I have 
given thee to do, be finiſhed, and take thy Crown 
the exceeding weight of Glory which I have 
kept for thee in ſtore. 


Having 


" 
1 
þ 
| 
. 

| 

| 


—— 
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Having juſt touched on the general character 
of this amiable Biſhop“ of the Church of Phz/a- 
del pia, as diſplayed in my Text, which, had it 
been the Will of GOD, we could wiſh to- have 
feen at fuller length, I proceed to conſider the 


grand characteriſtics of a Chr:/tzan Biſhop. 


1. His Humility. This is the Pre/ervatrix Vire 
tutum, the guard of every other Grace. As ſome 
one beautifully obſerves, other Graces, without 
Humility, are like a fine powder in the wind with- 
out a cover. Let a man be ever ſo zealous, ever 
ſo laborious, yet if he wants Humility, he will be 
only like Penelope with her web in the ancient 
fable, undoing at one time what he does at another. 
There is ſomething interwoven with human na- 
ture, which immediately recoils at the very ap- 
383833 of Pride. But tkzs man is clothed with 

umility, When no other grace 'ſhines' forth, 
ſtill we diſcern this beautiful vail. We give him 
credit for every thing. And when, in ſpite of all 
his caution, ſome hidden gem peeps out, 1t ſparkles 
with redoubled luſtre. But, above all, he is a 
veſſel fit for his Maſter's uſe. His eye is ſingle, 
he moves directly on; his only deſire is to glorify 
GOD and benefit Mankind, yea, he lives for no 
other end. He is in a ſtraight betwixt two, 
having a deſire to depart and be with CHRIST, 

at the ſame time a fervent deſire to be a 
Bleſſing to his Fellow-Creatures. « He is cruci- 
fied to the world, and the world to him.” And 
his ſoul diſentangled from every ſelfiſh view, and 
emptied of every ſelfiſh deſire, is a fit receptacle of 
all the divine gifts which GOD is willing to- 


1 here uſe the word Biſtop in its preſent ſenſe, as ſignifying 
an Officer of the Church ſuperior to the Preſbyters. 


beſtow. 


"0 3 


beſtow. He continually lies at the feet of his 
LORD, and the language of his heart is, Not 
unto me, not unto me, but unto thy Name, O 


 JEHOVAH, be all the Praiſe !” 


Flaw back the rivers to the ſea, 
And let my all be loſt in THEE. 


There is no impediment in his ſoul to the divine 
operations. 'He 1s as the as in the hand of the 
Potter, as the pen in the hand of the ready Writer. 
His humble ſpirit ſimply enquires into the Will of 
its GOD, * when that is diſcovered, confers no 
longer with fleſh and blood, but fulfils it with the 
moſt entire reſignation and great delight. 


2. His Meekne/5. This is a paſſive Grace. It is 
the ſacred ballaſt of the ſoul——that evenneſs, 
that divine ſerenity of ſpirit which “ is not pro- 
voked,” which nothing can move to wrath —— 
that Moderation ſpoken of by 'St. Paul, which 
harmonizes all the paſſions, and holds every 
power of the heart in ſweet ſubjection it ties 
them all to the horns of the Altar. In this the 
Chriſtian Biſhop eminently ſhines. Amidſt all the 
contradictions of ſinners, and the provoking of 
tongues, he ſtill retains his gracious temper, and 
diſcovers no emotion. but that of Pity and Com- 
paſſion all is Softneſs, all is Love. This is the 

uiet Shirit, whoſe — is you in the ſight of 
804 It is the Spirit of the LAMB, whoſe 
voice was not heard in the ſtreets; who was 
preſſed and afflicted, yea, was brought as a lamb to 
the ſlaughter; and as a ſheep before her ſhearers 
is dumb, ſo he opened not his mouth. O how 


7 z Pet. it. 4. 
con- 


( 26 ) 


contrary to the ſpirit of the meek and. lowly 
JESUS, is the turbulence and violence of many, 
who call themſelves the Miniſters of CHRIST. 
* But the ſheep will flee from ſuch, for they know 


not their voice.“ 


His Gentlene/5. This is an active Grace, 
which flows out in the converſe and the carriage. 
It is Chriſtian Courteſy. This alfo the CAriſtian 
Biſhop poſſeſſes in a high degree. Grace is 

ured into his lips,” for © out of the fulneſs of 
is LORD he receiveth Grace for Grace.“ No- 
thing that is grating drops from his mouth. His 
very reproofs are dipt in oil. How inſinuating is 
all his language, while the hearer hangs upon his 
tongue! His words drop like the gentle rain 
from Heaven upon the place beneath.” His looks, 
and every geſture, and every feature, beam forth 
Love. This is a key to open hearts with. What an 
amazing field of action does this engaging temper, 
accompanied by the Bleſſing of GOD, gradually 
open to his zealous ſoul? He makes Religion ap- 
ar amiable even in the judgment of the world 
itſelf. And excepting when employed in the 
ſeverer duties of his function, he knows nothing 
of the pain of giving pain. 


4. His Patience. This is the Grace that“ en- 
dures all things,” that flows out in ſufferings 
and trials, and bears up the ſoul under every diffi- 
culty !——/ub pondere cręſcit. The more 'tis 
exerciſed, the ſtronger it grows. Let us view the 
Chriſtian Biſhop in this reſpect. Behold, with 
what a ſteady pace he moves! ually un- 


ſhaken by the ſmiles or frowns of men, he gently 
moves along, like a mighty river, that bears down 
all before it, and yet waters every fertile meadow 

x | On 


(. up. ) 


on its ſides. His great Zerubbabel proceeds before. 
him, and every mountain drops into a plain. His 
ſoul „looks to JESUS, who endured the Croſs, 
deſpiſing the ſhame,” and earneſtly endeavours 


To trace his example, the world to diſdain, . 
And conſtantly trample on pleaſure and pain. 


He ſmiles at perſecution, and thanks his GOD for, 


the opportunity of diſplaying an example to the 


vorld of the Religion he proclaims. Thus does he 
o on, till he has finiſhed the work which GOD 
as given him to do. And when the organs of 
his body have been weakened and enervated by 
the diſeaſes which ſooner or later aſſault the mor- 
tal frame, he ſtill puts forth his little ſtrength 


for the glorious cauſe in which he has been ſo 1 
engaged, till having * fought the good fight, aud 
he drops aſleep in the arms 


finiſhed his courſe, 
of his GOD. 


5, His Fortitude. His ſoul is far above the fear 
of temporal dangers. He poſſeſſes this Cardinal. 
Virtue. in all its ſtrength and vigour. He * adds. 
to his Faith, Courage. T And though it is ſo 

Gone, as to 
be hid to all but the diſcerning eye, when not 
drawn out to action; yet there it ever reſides, even 
in his inmoſt ſoul, like an iron rue ſtrong. But. 


divinely tempered by all the ſofter pa 


when the Church, which he foſters in his anxious 
boſom, is in ger, he always ſteps out the fore- 


moſt, He ſtands in the front of the battle, and 
_ endeavours to receive h:m/elf all the fire of the 
enemy. Like a faithful Shepherd he ſteps between 


} 2 Pet. i. 3. 
the 


( 18 ) 


the wolf and the ſheep, and is perfectly willing to 
lay down his life for their fake. If you touch the 
urch of God, you touch the apple of his eye. 
And though he is not entirely ignorant of the 
value of his life and labours, yet when the cauſe of 
Zion calls him forth, © he mocketh at fear, and is 
not affrighted, neither turneth he back from the 
{word :” he beholds his once-ſuffering, but now 


| exalted Saviour. He looks up to the noble 


army of Martyrs, the cloud of witneſſes, and 
follows their gtortous track, | AE; 


Pain, want defies; enjoys difgrace; © _ 
Olories at diffolution near. q 440 


6. His Impartiality. This is the rareft of alt 
the Virtues, and yet one of the moſt important 
for a Ruler of the Church. Thiere is fothing 
more intolerable to mankind than Partiality in 
him that governs; and it always ſprings in part 
from a meanneſs and baſeneſs of mind. It meets 
with ſuch immediate and effectual reſiſtance, that 


all the reins of diſcipline are dropt, and the vine- 


yard of the LORD thrown open to every beaſt 
of prey. But the Chr:i/ttan Biſhop is “without 
partiality and without hypocriſy.” He moves by 

ual rules. He ſeeks not the praiſe of men, but 
ſerveth the LORD CHRIST. He meets with 
the conſtant and efeftual ſupport of thoſe whom 
only he efteems——the upright and the good. 
And when the welfare of the Church demands 
the ſeparation of a rotten: member, however rich, 
however honourable, however powerful, he clothes 
himſelf with the dignity of his office, and executes' 
the Will of GOD, 


7. His 


CP 3 
7. His Zead. In this he is eminent indeed. For 
though it is ſoftened and corretted by the other 
| Graces, yet it wraps up his heart in the intereſts 
of Zion, and © the zeal of the LORD's Houſe 
eats him up.” He pants for the converſion of the 
whole world, and cries out with the fouls under 
the altar, How long, O LORD?” How far 
does his rapid fpirit riſe above the honours, the 
riches and the pleaſures of the world! He leaves 
them at a diſtance behind. His whole attention 
is ſwallowed up by greater things than theſe. 
Whilſt the men of the world are variouſly em- 
ployed in the purfuit of earthly objects, he en 
vours, in the SpiIRIT of his LORD, to extract 
honey out of every flower, good out of eve 
evil. He watches the opportunity, runs 2 
every open door, and * ſpends, and is ſpent,” 
the good of mankind... ; 


8. His /:/Zom. This reigns over all his ſoul, 
He nl ja apy for it by the GOD of Nature, and 
endued with it by the GOD of Grace. He was 
born to govern. He is © as wiſe as a ſerpent.” 
His eye continually pervades the whole circle o 
his work, and yet who ſo blind as he He is all 
ear, and yet none is ſo deaf. He ſets his feet in the 
centre of his ſphere, and feels the ſmalleſt motion 
. every parallel. He knows with clear 
preciſion, when to ſpeak, and when to be filent; 
when to move, and when to be ſtill; when to 
parry, and when to thruſt. He has a quick diſ- 
cernment of men and manners; but he“ lays 
hands /uddenly on no man.” His choice of 
labourers proceeds from the ripeſt judgment, and 


| {/atak xlii. 19. 
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from the cleareſt evidence that can be procured. 
He feels all the ſtrength of his reſources, as if they 
were wholly centered in himſelf, and knows how 
and when to draw them forth. He is acquainted ' 
with the various views, the knowledge, the 
ſituation, the circumſtances and the wiſhes of the 
people; and the various gifts, graces, and abilities 
of the paſtors. He makes them all to tally. He 
brings out all his force againſt the common enemy, 
he ſpreads out all his. fails to every — 
wind, he keeps in motion every wheel of the 
machine, and uſes to the uttermoſt every perſon 
and every thing within his power, for the Glory 
of GOD and the proſperity of his Church. 


9. His Communion with GOD and Confidence in 
him. Theſe ſupport him under all his trials. He 
lives within the vail. His ſoul cleaves to GOD; 
and he waters all his endeavours with fervent 
prayers. He bears upon the altar of his heart the 
intereſts of the Church of CHRIST, and ſends 
them up to the Throne of Grace with all the 
ſacred fervour of devotion. He ſpreads out all his 
hopes and all his fears before his GOD, and 
* makes all his requeſts known unto him;” and 
then returns to his labours with cheerfulneſs and 
vigour, He © walks with GOD,“ and moves 
with a full confidence and divine aſſurance of 
ſucceſs, fo far as the means he uſes can anſwer the 
8 end of every thing he does, —the Glory of 

OD and the good of mankind. - X 


; Laſtly.—His Serzou/ne/s. Though he lies at the 
feet of all the lovers of JESUS, yet he never de- 


baſes himſelf. He knows his ſtation, and © mag- 


nifies his office.” The enemies of GOD may fear 
and hate him, but they cannot deſpiſe him. No 
| lightneſs 
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lightneſs of ſpirit is obſervable in him; all is dig- 


nity as well as love. The company of the greateſt 
upon earth, affetts him not. He lives in the pre- 
- ſence of his Maſter, and ſays nothing but what is 

becoming the audience-chamber of the King of 
Kings. 


O what a bleſſing to the world is the man who 
anſwers this deſcription—* a poliſhed ſhaft in the 
quiver” of GOD, a burning and a ſhining light!“ 
His ſpices are continually perfuming the place where 
he is, 0 and © rivers of living water flow out of 
his belly“ for the benefit of all amongſt whom 
he ſojourns. When he viſits a people, he comes 
„in the fulneſs of the Bleſſing of the Goſpel, 
and his Mafter's feet are heard behind him.“ He 
' huſbands every golden moment, picks up every 

fragment of time, and devotes his little all to the 
. ſervice of his LORD. He looks with the deepeſt 

contempt on filthy lucre, and is perfectly ſatisfied 
with the © Riches of CHRIST.” | 


« O thou Lover of Souls, who willeſt not the 
death of a ſinner, have pity on the world. Re- 
member Calvary, hear the pleading Interceſſor, and 
raiſe up men after thine own heart, full of the 
HOLY GHOST, full of Love and full of Zeal. 
Guide them by thy Spirit, accompany them with 
thine Omnipotence, that they may tread down 
the Kingdom of Satan under their feet, and on its 
ruins build up thy glorious Church.” 


. You may now eaſily perceive the dreadful 
_effetts of raiſing immoral or unconverted men to 
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| the government of the Church. The baneful 


influence of their example is ſo extenſive, that all 
the {kill and crueſty of Devils can hardly fabri- 
cate a greater curſethan an irreligious Biſhop. 


But, O thou Man of GOD, follow after Righ- 
teouſneſs, Godlineſs, Faith, Love, Patience and 
Meekneſs. Be thou an example to the Believers, 
in Word, in Converſation, in Charity, in Spirit, 
in Faith, in Purity. Keep that which is com- 
mitted to thy truſt. Be not thou aſhamed of the 
Teſtimony of our LORD, but be thou a partaker of 
the afflittions of the Goſpel, according to the 
Power of GOD. Endure hardſhip as a good 
Soldier of JESUS CHRIST. Do the work of an 
Evangeliſt, and make full proof of thy Miniſtry.” 


And thy GOD will open to thee a wide door 


indeed, which all thine enemies ſhall not be 
able to ſhut. He will carry his Goſpel under 
thy direction from ſea to ſea, yea, perhaps, 
from one end of the Continent to the other. 
Only feel thine importance, and feel thy danger, 
and let not the foot of Pride come againſt 
thee; but preſerve thyſelf in all Humility, and 
Chaſtity, and holy Love, and thou ſhalt be a 
Veſſel of Gold in the Sanctuary of GOD, thou 
ſhalt bring millions to Righteouſneſs immediately 
or remotely, and ſhalt ſhine in Glory as a Star of 
the firſt magnitude for ever and even) NH 


O thou who art the HOLY ONE and the TRUE, 


conſecrate this thy Servant with the Fire of Divine 


Love, ſeparate him for the moſt glorious purpoſes, 


make him a Star in thine own right hand, and fulfil 
in him and by him all the good Pleaſure of thy 


Goodneſs. 
Dan. xii. 3. 
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